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DETAILED ACTION 



Response to Amendment 



1. Claims 1, 3-4, 6-11, 13-17, 19-20, 22-27 and 29-36 remain pending for examination. 



2. Applicant's arguments filed February 24, 2004 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. Because of the following reasons: 

In response to applicant's argument on pages 14, that Doeberl doe not teach "selective 
saving a portion of the unsaved cookies within the list of unsaved cookies, to a permanent data 
storage." It is submitted, that Paltenghe does not explicitly discloses "selective saving a portion 
of the unsaved cookies within the list of unsaved cookies, to a permanent data storage." 
However, Doeberl discloses the user activates the cookie editor in the file mode, in which the 
cookie editor then presents to the user an interpreted display of each cookie in the cookie file, 
(col. 5, lines 25-32); and both the cookie blocking browsers and cookie file managers indicate to 
a user the identity of the website responsible for each cookie intended to be set or stored in the 
cookie file, (see col. 2, lines 18-20). It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in 
the art at the time the invention was made to modify the combined teachings of Paltenghe and 
Doeberl with list of cookies. Such modification would allow the teachings of Paltenghe and 
Doeberl to improve the accuracy of the delayed storage of cookies with approval capability. 

In response to applicant's argument that "neither Paltenghe nor Doeberl, either alone or in 
combination, teaches or suggests "presenting a list of unsaved cookies and selectively saving 
cookies with the list of cookies in response to a user input as to which of the cookies are to be 



Response to Arguments 
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saved," the examiner recognizes that obviousness can only be established by combining or 
modifying the teachings of the prior art to produce the claimed invention where there is some 
teaching, suggestion, or motivation to do so found either in the references themselves or in the 
knowledge generally available to one of ordinary skill in the art. See In re Fine, 837 F.2d 1071, 
5 USPQ2d 1596 (Fed. Cir. 1988)and/« re Jones, 958 F.2d 347, 21 USPQ2d 1941 (Fed. Cir. 
1992). In this case, Doeberl discloses the user activates the cookie editor in the file mode, in 
which the cookie editor then presents to the user an interpreted display of each cookie in the 
cookie file, (col. 5, lines 25-32); and both the cookie blocking browsers and cookie file managers 
indicate to a user the identity of the website responsible for each cookie intended to be set or 
stored in the cookie file, (see col. 2, lines 18-20). 

MPEP 2111 Claim Interpretation; Broadest Reasonable Interpretation 
During patent examination, the pending claims must be "given the broadest reasonable 
interpretation consistent with the specification" Applicant always has the opportunity to amend 
the claims during prosecussion and broad interpretation by the examiner reduces the possibility 
that the claim, once issued, will be interpreted more broadly than is justified. In re Prater, 162 
USPQ 541,550-51 (CCPA 1969). The court found that applicant was advocating ... the 
impermissible importation of subject matter from the specification into the claim. See also In re 
Morris, 127 F.3d 1048, 1054-55, 44 USPQ2d 1023, 1027-28 (Fed. Cir. 1997) (The court held 
that the PTO is not required, in the course of prosecution, to interpret claims in applications in 
the same manner as a court would interpret claims in an infringement suit. Rather, the "PTO 
applies to verbiage of the proposed claims the broadest reasonable meaning of the words in their 
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ordinary usage as they would be understood by one of ordinary skill in the art, taking into 
account whatever enlightenment by way of definition or otherwise that may be afforded by the 
written description contained in application's specification."). 

The broadest reasonable interpretation of the claims must also be consistent with the 
interpretation that those skilled in the art would reach. In re Cortright, 165 F.3d 1353, 1359, 49 
USPQ2d 1464, 1468 (Fed. Cir. 1999). 

For the above reasons, it is believed that the last Office Action was proper. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1, 3-4, 6-11, 13-17, 19-20, 22-27 and 29-36 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) 
as being unpatentable over U.S. Patent No. 6,421,729 issued to Paltenghe et al. (hereinafter 
"Paltenghe") in view of U.S. Patent No. 6,237,033 issued to Doeberl et al. (hereinafter 
"Doeberl"). 

As per claims 1 and 17, Paltenghe discloses a method in a data processing system for 
managing cookies (see col. 2, lines 20-22), "receiving a request to accept a cookie" as configured 
browser on the user's PC 4 then asks the user 6 whether it is okay to accept the cookie, (see col. 
7, lines 7-9); 

"accepting the cookie" as the user accepts the cookie, (see col. 7, line 40); and 
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"storing the cookie only in a temporary data store within the data processing system" as 
the system for an embodiment makes use of application software such as an electronic or virtual 
wallet and the cookie jar resides in the electronic or virtual wallet c an electronic wallet is an 
embodiment of software acting as a container', (see col. 6, lines 16-25). Further, in column 8, 
lines 24-31, Paltenghe discloses the browser forward the cookie data to the virtual or electronic 
wallet 12, which stores the cookie data in the cookie jar 10 resident in the electronic wallet, at 
S28 when the user 6 returns to the website, the web server 2 requests that its cookie be returned 
at S29. Paltenghe does not explicitly discloses "presenting a list of unsaved cookies"; and 
"selectively saving cookies within the list of unsaved cookies in response to a user input as to 
which of the cookies are to be saved." However, Doeberl discloses the user activates the cookie 
editor 13 in the file mode, in which the cookie editor then presents to the user an interpreted 
display of each cookie in the cookie file 10, (col. 5, lines 25-32); and both the cookie blocking 
browsers and cookie file managers indicate to a user the identity of the website responsible for 
each cookie intended to be set or stored in the cookie file, (see col. 2, lines 18-20). It would have 
been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify 
the combined teachings of Paltenghe and Doeberl with list of cookies. Such modification would 
allow the teachings of Paltenghe and Doeberl to provide information about a user to a website 
operated by the internet content provider, (see col. 1, lines 9-10). 

As per claim 3, Paltenghe discloses ,"wherein the receiving, accepting, and storing steps 
are performed in a browser executing on the data processing system" as the access website 
server 2 requests permission to load a cookie in the hard drive of the user's pc 4, at SI 3 if the 
user 6 does not accept the cookie, the accessed website server 2 does not place a cookie on the 
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hard drive of the user's pc 4, (see col. 7, lines 30-35). Further, in column 8, lines 13-18, 
Paltenghe discloses the website server requests permission to write data to the cookie storage on 
the user ! s PC 4, at S23, the request is passed from the browser 8 to the cookie jar 10, which 
resides in the electronic or virtual wallet 12, and the virtual wallet asks the user 6 if it is okay for 
the particular website server to store a cookie. 

As per claims 4 and 20, in addition to the discussion in claim 1 , Paltenghe further 
discloses, "a method further comprises discarding the cookie when the browser terminates 
execution", (see col. 9, lines 62-64). 

As per claims 6 and 22, Paltenghe discloses, "wherein the presenting step and selectively 
saving step are initiated when a browser session terminates", (see col. 7, lines 27-29). 

As per claims 7 and 23, Paltenghe discloses, "wherein the presenting step and selectively 
saving step are initiated in response to a user input (see col. 9, lines 62-64). 

As per claims 8, 24 and 27, Paltenghe discloses, "wherein the temporary data store is one 
of a random access memory or a temporary file on a hard disk drive" as cookies are stored in a 
plain text file on the hard drive of the user's pc, where the browser software is installed, (see col. 
6, lines 60-62). 

As per claims 9 and 25, in addition to the discussion in claim 1, Paltenghe further 
discloses "discarding the cookie after the browser program session terminates" as if user 6 does 
not accept the cookie, in which the accessed website server 2 does not place a cookie on the hard 
drive of the user's pc, (see col. 7, lines 32-34). 

As per claims 10 and 26, the limitations of claims 10 and 26 are rejected in the analysis 
of claim 1, and these claims are rejected on that basis. 
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As per claim 1 1, the limitations of claim 1 1 are rejected in the analysis of claim 8, and 
this claim is rejected on that basis. 

As per claims 13 and 29, Paltenghe discloses, "wherein the presenting step is activated in 
response to a signal to terminate the browser program session", (see col. 8, lines 26-31). 

As per claims 14 and 30, in addition to the discussion in claim 1, Paltenghe further 
discloses "accepting and accumulating cookies without immediately saving the cookies during a 
session" as the user's PC 4 with the browser 8 which id configured by the user 6 to ask for 
permission before accepting a cookie, (see col. 7, lines 27-29). Further, in column 8, lines 24-26, 
Paltenghe discloses if the user 6 accepts the cookie, in which the cookie data is sent by the web 
server 2 to the browser 8 on the user's PC 4. 

As per claim 15, in addition to the discussion in claim 1, Paltenghe further discloses "a 
bus system", (see figure 1, col. 6, lines 65-66); 

"a communications unit connected to the bus system", (see figure 1, col. , lines 64-67); 

"a memory connected to the bus system, wherein the memory includes as set of 
instructions" as a software application resident on the PC normally referred to as a browser, 
sends a request to a server and the server issues a response in which it returns a Hypertext 
Markup Language document to the PC's browser, the transfer of a cookie takes place as a part of 
the HTTP transaction process, the website server transmits a cookie to the PCs browser along 
with the rest of the HTML document requested, the browser then stores the cookie on the 
individual PC's hard drive, (see col. 1, lines 58-67); and 
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"a processing unit connected to the bus system" as a system and method for controlling 
the transmission of information stored on electronic media to internet websites accessed by 
consumers, (see col. 5, lines 445-48). 

As per claim 16, in addition to the discussion in claim 9, Paltenghe further discloses "a 
bus system", (see figure 1, col. 6, lines 65-66); 

"a communications unit connected to the bus system", (see figure 1, col. , lines 64-67); 

"a memory connected to the bus system, wherein the memory includes as set of 
instructions" as a software application resident on the PC normally referred to as a browser, 
sends a request to a server and the server issues a response in which it returns a Hypertext 
Markup Language document to the PC's browser, the transfer of a cookie takes place as a part of 
the HTTP transaction process, the website server transmits a cookie to the PCs browser along 
with the rest of the HTML document requested, the browser then stores the cookie on the 
individual PC's hard drive, (see col. 1, lines 58-67); and 

"a processing unit connected to the bus system" as a system and method for controlling 
the transmission of information stored on electronic media to internet websites accessed by 
consumers, (see col. 5, lines 445-48). 

As per claim 19, Paltenghe discloses /'wherein the receiving, accepting, and storing 
means are formed operate with browser executing on the data processing system" as the access 
website server 2 requests permission to load a cookie in the hard drive of the user's pc 4, at S13 
if the user 6 does not accept the cookie, the accessed website server 2 does not place a cookie on 
the hard drive of the user's pc 4, (see col. 7, lines 30-35). Further, in column 8, lines 13-18, 
Paltenghe discloses the website server requests permission to write data to the cookie storage on 
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the user's PC 4, at S23, the request is passed from the browser 8 to the cookie jar 10, which 
resides in the electronic or virtual wallet 12, and the virtual wallet asks the user 6 if it is okay for 
the particular website server to store a cookie. 

As per claims 31 and 32, in addition to the discussion in claim 1, Paltenghe further 
discloses "first instructions for receiving a request to accept a cookie" as the user's PC 4 with the 
browser 8 which id configured by the user 6 to ask for permission before accepting a cookie; 
which is readable as first instructions for receiving a request to accept a cookie, (see col. 7, lines 
27-29); 

"second instructions for accepting the cookie" as the user accepts the cookie, (see col. 7, 
line 40); and 

"third instructions for storing the cookie only in a temporary data store within the data 
processing system" as the browser forward the cookie data to the virtual or electronic wallet 12, 
which stores the cookie data in the cookie jar 10 resident in the electronic wallet, at S28 when 
the user 6 returns to the website, the web server 2 requests that its cookie be returned at S29, (see 
col. 8, lines 24-31). 

As per claim 33, in addition to the discussion in claim 1, Paltenghe further discloses "a 
computer program product in a computer readable medium for managing cookies in a data 
processing system, the computer program product comprises first instruction for accepting and 
accumulating cookies without immediately saving the cookies during a session" as the user's PC 
4 with the browser 8 which id configured by the user 6 to ask for permission before accepting a 
cookie, (see col. 7, lines 27-29). Further, in column 8, lines 24-26, Paltenghe discloses if the 
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user 6 accepts the cookie, in which the cookie data is sent by the web server 2 to the browser 8 
on the user's PC 4; and 

"second instructions for selectively saving the cookies accumulated during the session" 
as instead of writing cookies to the hard disk of the user's pc 4 on which the user's browser 8 is 
installed, the cookies are stored in the user's electronic wallet, (see col. 7, lines 58-61). 

As per claims 34, 35 and 36, in addition to the discussion in claims 1 and 9, Paltenghe 
further discloses, "displaying, in response to a signal to terminate the browser session, a list of 
cookies temporarily stored during the browser session", (see col. 6, lines 60-62); and 

"storing at least one selected cookie in persistent storage in response to user input of a 
selection from the displayed list" as instead of writing cookies to the hard disk of the user's pc 4 
on which the user's browser 8 is installed, the cookies are stored in the user's electronic wallet, 
(see col. 7, lines 58-61). 



[remainder of page intentionally left blank] 
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Conclusion 



4. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing 
date of this final action. 



[remainder of page intentionally left blank] 
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CONTACT INFORMATION 



5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jean B Fleurantin whose telephone number is 703-308-6718. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 7:30-6:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John B Breene can be reached on 703-305-9790. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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